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Letter from the Chair 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
I welcome you to the Middle East and North Africa. The fate of the most terror-ridden, 
crisis-struck regions in the world today is being determined by you. This year, at the 
Global Security Organisation, we will be discussing two globally important agendas: 
Tensions between Iran and USA for the assertion of geopolitical dominance, and the 
Libya Civil War between the UN recognised Government and Libyan National Army of 
Khalifa Haftar. 
 
At the GSO committee this year, we seek to create and foster an environment that 
encourages resolution driven and productive debate, while also being vivacious. We 
encourage first-time speakers to rid themselves of all reservations and speak freely. 
Knowledge of parliamentary procedure and awareness about global issues are 
essential facets of being an efficacious member of the GSO. 
 
Ideological differences, in our adolescent globalized age, have the power to create 
mobs out of crowds and war out of peace. As tensions rise between Iran and USA and 
different factions in Libya, the global community stands at a crossroads between 
tentative peace and all-out war. 
 
To navigate this minefield, you must strike a balance between debate and diplomacy, 
confrontation and compromise. The responsibility of the fate of the world rests on 
your shoulders - because it isn’t light. 
 
 
Suit Up. 
 
Sayed Mojtaba Hosseini, Chair, 
Samar Devraj, Vice Chair, 
Dhruvi Hindocha, R & D, 
Janhvi Jethvani, Moderator, 
Nayanika Pasi, Rapporteur. 
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Agenda 1 - Iran USA - Question of Nuclear Warfare 

 

I. Introduction 

 
In a world which upholds the pillars of united we stand, divided we fall’ most countries 
tend to secretly, while the rest tend to openly defy one another. The question that 
remains is how far they can go? 
 
The Iran-USA crisis is not a conflict between countries but a representation of what 
happens when there is lack of trust on both ends while greed surfaces the personal 
interest of both nations. 
 
Iran would, in the past, usually bend towards the interests of The United States causing 
problems within its boundaries. What turned Iran against the country it so rightfully 
befriended was the religious distinction between the two. The animosity was only 
growing bigger and bigger as the years passed by. It reached its peak when Iranian 
citizens held Americans hostage for over a year in the US embassy in Iran and America 
supported Iraq in a war against Iran. 
 
The enmity only stemmed from the interference of the USA in Iranian affairs. 
As time passed, the piling up of many events that took place due to the enmity known 
on a world-wide scale, the international community kept its eyes wide open to 
carefully observe the doings of such controversial nations. 
 
In the early 2000’s, Iran’s growing nuclear power brought them in the black list of the 
community, therefore receiving harsh sanctions as a consequence. These sanctions 
crippled the economy of Iran. 
 
The Iranian leaders that came into power then, promised to strengthen the economy 
of the nation. By 2015 the relations between Iran and America had smoothened and 
it was also the year of the birth of the Iran Nuclear Programme which included Iran, 
The USA and five other nations. 
 
Though the death of this deal came much sooner than expected when Donald Trump 
took over the role as President of The States, he denounced the cooperation of 
America with Iran when it came to the Nuclear Programme which brought back to the 
surface, the buried problems between the two nations. 
 
Since then, USA has been brutally judging Iran’s actions, they have been on a war of 
words and by the looks of the sensitivity of the situation, it will take only one last match 
to start the fire which may or may not give birth to the next world war. 
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II. History 
The United States and Iran have never been at war, but by imposing unilateral 
sanctions, the U.S. has long wielded money as a weapon in a shadow war that’s been 
raging since 1979. The history of America against Iran kicked off when Iran began with 
a bang when a group of Iranian students stormed the American embassy in Tehran on 
November 4, 1979, taking more than 60 United States citizens hostage and sparking 
an international crisis. It created a state of permanent deadlock between the U.S. and 
Iran—a tense standoff characterized by a pattern of sanctions over direct negotiations. 
 
Though the hostage crisis was only one out of the many reasons there is hostility 
between the two countries, the next chapter in their story would be the Iran and Iraq 
war Iran was invaded by Iraq in 1980, prompting an eight-year war. At first, the United 
States maintained a neutral stance. But over time, the U.S. began to support Iraq. In 
1983, a truck bomb attack ripped through a Marine compound in Beirut, Lebanon, 
killing 241 U.S. service members. The Reagan administration suspected that Iran was 
at least partially behind the attacks, which were carried out by terrorists. 
 
This led the United States to designate Iraq as a “state sponsor of terrorism,” a moniker 
that gave the U.S. the ability to further sanction Iran. The designation halted loans and 
foreign aid; it also restricted sales of “dual-use items”—technologies and materials 
that could possibly be used for warfare in addition to their intended use. These two 
events paved the rocky road of the relationship. Trust was crumbled from both ends 
and till date it has not been restored. 
 

III. The timeline of events 
 
1953: Overthrow of Mossadeq 
USA and British intelligence agencies orchestrate a coup to oust Iran's democratically 
elected Prime Minister, Mohammad Mossadeq. The secular leader had sought to 
nationalise Iran's oil industry. 
 
1979: Iranian revolution 
The US-backed Shah of Iran, Mohammed Reza Pahlevi, is forced to leave the country 
On 16 January following months of demonstrations and strikes against his rule by 
secular and religious opponents. Two weeks later, Islamic religious leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini returns from exile. Following a referendum, the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
proclaimed on 1 April. 
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1979-81: US Embassy hostage crisis 
The US embassy in Tehran is seized by protesters in November 1979 and American 
hostages are held inside for 444 days. The final 52 hostages are freed in January 1981, 
the day of US President Ronald Reagan's inauguration. 
Another six Americans who had escaped the embassy are smuggled out of Iran by a 
team posing as film-makers, in events dramatized in the 2012 Oscar-winning film Argo. 
 
1985-86: Iran-Contra scandal 
The US secretly ships weapons to Iran, allegedly in exchange for Tehran's help in 
freeing US hostages held by Hezbollah militants in Lebanon. The profits are illegally 
channelled to rebels in Nicaragua, creating a political crisis for Reagan. 
 
1988: Iranian passenger plane shot down 
The American warship USS Vincennes shoots down an Iran Air flight t in the Gulf on 3 
July, killing all 290 people on board. The US says the Airbus A300 was mistaken for a 
fighter jet. Most of the victims are Iranian pilgrims on their way to Mecca. 
 
2002: 'Axis of evil' 
In his State of the Union address, President George Bush denounces Iran as part of an 
"Axis of evil" with Iraq and North Korea. The speech causes outrage in Iran. 
 
2000s: Nuclear fears and sanctions 
In 2002 an Iranian opposition group reveals that Iran is developing nuclear facilities 
including a uranium enrichment plant. 
 
The US accuses Iran of a clandestine nuclear weapons programme, which Iran denies. 
A decade of diplomatic activity and intermittent Iranian engagement with the UN's 
nuclear watchdog follows. 
 
But several rounds of sanctions are imposed by the UN, the US and the EU against 
ultra-conservative president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's government. This causes Iran's 
currency to lose two-thirds of its value in two years. 
 
2013-2016: Closer ties, and a nuclear deal 
In September 2013, a month after Iran's new moderate president Hassan Rouhani 
takes office, he and US President Barack Obama speak by phone - the first such top-
level conversation in more than 30 years. 
 
Then in 2015, after a flurry of diplomatic activity, Iran agrees a long-term deal on its 
nuclear programme with a group of world powers known as the P5+1 - the US, UK, 
France, China, Russia and Germany. Under the accord, Iran agrees to limit its sensitive 
nuclear activities and allow in international inspectors in return for the lifting of 
crippling economic sanctions. 
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IV.  Current situation 
In May 2018, US President Donald Trump abandons the nuclear deal, before 
reinstating sanctions against Iran and countries that trade with it. Relations between 
the US and Iran worsen. The US sends an aircraft carrier strike group and B-52 bombers 
to the Gulf because of what it calls "troubling and escalatory indications" related to 
Iran. Then, in May and June 2019, explosions hit six oil tankers in the Gulf of Oman, 
and the US accuses Iran. And on 20 June, Iranian forces shoot down a US military drone 
over the Strait of Hormuz. The US says it was over international waters, Iran says it is 
over their 
Territory. 
 
The very roots of their relationship have been plucked right out of the ground. The 
only strings connecting Iran and the USA is one thin rope while is withheld due to the 
countries position in the UN. Iran and the United States have had no formal diplomatic 
relations since 1980 and now the world is edging closer to a new war which could turn 
out to be very “costly” for the states. 
 
News reporters have been concerned and talking about how the risk of conflict is likely 
to remain high in the months ahead as long as the American maximum pressure 
campaign on Iran continues. The Iranians have already shown they are ready to attack 
US assets with the downing of the drone and other provocative acts in the Gulf to gain 
leverage back and demonstrate there’s a cost to the US withdrawal from the Iran deal. 
Recently, Iran attacked the US oil tankers in the Gulf of Oman. Politicians in Britain 
traded angry blows over the incident, after the Labour leader, Jeremy Corbyn, 
questioned whether there was “credible evidence” that Iran had attacked the two 
ships as they passed by its coast on Thursday, rebuffing a Foreign Office assessment 
that it was “almost certain” that a “branch of the Iranian military” had carried out the 
strikes. 
 
Looking at the current situation, the European Union has struck a deal with Iran 
regarding its nuclear weapons. European officials said they created a trading vehicle 
to help Iran get some relief from U.S. sanctions, but Iran may see the proposal as 
insufficient to stop it from moving forward with a threat to violate its nuclear deal. 
 
The remaining parties to the nuclear deal, abandoned by the U.S. last year, have been 
scrambling to find a way to keep Iran from leaving the agreement. They held an urgent 
meeting in Vienna in an effort to hold Iran from violating the deal. The trade 
mechanism was announced after the meeting. 
 
But Iran said it would continue with its plan to enrich uranium even though it is just 
days away from a volume that would violate the nuclear accord. 
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V. Country Specifics 
The United States of America 
The USA’s Barrack Obama along with the rest of the countries in P5+1 made Iran sign 
a historic nuclear deal - limiting their nuclear activities and allowing checks by 
international inspectors in return for billions of dollars of relief from previously 
imposed sanctions. However, their next president, Donald Trump claimed that the 
deal did not stop Iran’s progress towards a nuclear weapons capability, did not address 
Iran’s expanding missile arsenal and did nothing to counter Iran’s activities in the 
Middle East, and backed out of the treaty as soon as he could. He also re-imposed 
sanctions on Iran and tightens them almost whenever Iran makes any attempt to fight 
back, even imposing sanctions on the supreme leader of Iran himself. The USA blames 
Iran for the 6 attacks on the Japanese oil tankers as well as the attack on the US spy 
drone. They also claim that the drone attack was above international territory. 
Commander Sean Kudo from the U.S Navy also claims he has proof that Iran was 
involved in the oil tanker attacks. Donald Trump was seconds away from starting 
World War 3, confirming he called off the retaliatory Iran attack ‘10 minutes before 
the strike’. According to Benjamin Hall, a British journalist, Trump called off the attack 
because ‘the number of casualties was not “proportional” to what Tehran did’. Donald 
Trump has since also given speeches giving nations across the world two options - 
either they impose heavy sanctions on Iranian crude oil or the USA would sanction all 
products from the country that continues to import this Iranian oil. In fact, in April 
2019 Trump last month refused to give waivers to countries like India from buying oil 
from Iran, even when Iran’s oil made up 10% of India’s total oil needs. Trump has 
stated many times that he does not want to start a war, but the USA is prepared for it, 
with the Pentagon sending over 2,500 troops along with aircraft carriers, bomber 
planes and various other weapons of mass destruction. In fact, the USA had a plan 
earlier to send almost 120,000 troops instead of the mere 2,500. The USA wants to 
negotiate with Iran and sign a new treaty, better than the JCPOA. Till there is a 
concrete treaty, the USA will keep employing troops at the borders and tightening 
sanctions, waiting for Iran to make the first move. 
 
Iran 
Ever since it was attacked in 90’s by Saddam Hussein during the Iran-Iraq war, Iran has 
been strongly for developing its nuclear missiles to defend itself in case another attack 
takes place. Mohammad Javad Zarif, the foreign affairs minister of Iran reminded the 
world that Iraq was given attacking supplies whereas Iran was left abandoned with no 
means to defend but its own men and weaponry. However, even after making its need 
for the supply of nuclear weapons clear and 20 months of intense negotiations, Iran 
forcefully signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action treaty with the P5+1 nations. 
As certified by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Iran has continued to 
follow all the conditions of the treaty. Iran has continued to comply with the deal. 
However, the USA still withdrew from the historic treaty after Trump was appointed 
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president. Iran then banned direct talks with the USA in 2018. It has faced a massive 
decline in its economy, facing losses of over USD 50 billion worth of Iranian oil due to 
more than 30 countries imposing sanctions on Iran. They are also facing mass 
unemployment due to the amount of oil barrels sold per day (BPD) dropping from 3.8 
billion to a mere 300,00. Iran has denied all accusations of attacking the Japanese oil 
vessels and claim that the attack on the U.S spy drone was above Iranian waters. They 
are now counting upon countries in the EU to come together and save the JCPOA 
treaty or work out a new nuclear deal. Iran has also received help from China, with 
them continuing to be one of the main importers of Iranian crude oil. Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani announced that they are ready to start going against key components 
of the JCPOA like exceeding the 3.67% uranium enrichment purity level limits by July 
7th. This would happen unless they’re given economic lifelines to help their crippling 
economy. Iran, like the United States of America, does not want a World War 3. 
However, they will be ready to fight back in case the USA makes the first move. 
 
The European Union 
3 Nations from the EU, Germany, the UK and France, were involved in making the 
JCPOA. The EU has been a strong supporter of limiting Iran’s nuclear weapons but still 
wants them to not suffer as much as the USA has wanted them too in recent times. 
Since Brexit, the UK has adopted an opinion that counters that of the EU in some areas, 
meaning that the EU is most probably Iran’s last hope to prevent World War 3. Iran 
also gave the EU a 60 day deadline starting in May 2019, announcing that if the EU did 
not come up with a deal to stick to the original commitments of the JCPOA, Iran would 
exceed its uranium limits. The EU has not failed its task yet, after 7 European nations - 
Austria, Belgium, Finland, The Netherlands, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden - came 
together with a last ditch effort to keep Iran from leaving the nuclear deal. They came 
up with a multimillion-euro credit line to ease trade between the EU and Iran. They 
think it is crucial that Iran fully meets and respects the terms of the deal. On the other 
hand, this deal is still in the process of being made and is not in a position to to 
announce any specific transactions under the mechanism. While there have been 
reports stating that the EU would come up with a more detailed update, there are 
other reports stating that the EU may not release the specific transactions publicly in 
fear of being sanctioned by the USA. However, the EU has no direct responsibility to 
aid Iran in times of trouble and has hence not made any guarantees of financial 
contributions. This goes against another one of Iran’s main demands to undo the 
damage done to their crippling economy, and Iran are demanding a better solution.  
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The United Kingdom 
The UK and Iran are two countries with a history of misunderstanding stretching back 
not only centuries, but also shown by the Iranian revolution almost 40 years ago. 
However, since then, they’ve both come together because of two big geopolitical 
events. The first being UK’s exit from the EU in 2016 and the second being the signing 
of the JCPOA. The UK’s need to prove itself on a global level outside of the EU and its 
strong support for Iran signing the JCPOA (being one of the 6 countries that made Iran 
sign the treaty in 2015) both seemingly meant that the UK was willing to offer its 
support to Iran in its times of need. The Iranian deputy foreign minister Abbas 
Araghchi’s visit to the UK also signalled a warmer relationship between the two 
countries with a rough history. However, in 2018, the latest British drafted United 
Nations resolution was incredible condemning towards Iran’s role in the Yemen war, 
indicating their deep-rooted conflicts once more. The UK has also started to 
strengthen ties with the USA by inviting President Donald Trump to meet the Queen 
of England. One could also say they may have changed their viewpoint, from going 
strongly against USA’s objections against the JCPOA to supporting USA’s claim that it 
was Iran who attacked the 6 oil tankers in May 2019. The UK, similar to all other 
countries, do not want to start a World War 3. Its opinions are mixed however, with 
some favouring the EU’s point of view and some- the USA’s.  
 
Switzerland & Pakistan 
After Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei banned direct talks with the United States 
in 2018, there were no means of communication between the two countries. The need 
for neutral ground through which talks could take place increased until Switzerland 
and Pakistan offered to take up the task. Since then, contacts have been carried out 
through the Iranian Interests Section of the Pakistani Embassy in Washington DC and 
the US Interests Section of the Swiss Embassy in Tehran. While they are both neutral, 
their roles are crucial in trying to maintain the (what seems to be) near disastrous 
relationship between Iran and the USA. 
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Agenda 2 – LIBYA – Fight for Tripoli 

I. Introduction 
Since time tells, there have always been men seeking power and then those with an 
insatiable desire for it. Every once in a while, a single individual begins a series of 
events that go on to shape and build a nation, and then eventually destroy it. 
Muammar Gaddafi was that man for Libya.  
 
With his rise to power and establishment of dictatorship, Libya had a stable leadership 
if not a very progressive economy and social atmosphere. That is still better than what 
can be said about it today. Since his ousting and death in 2011, Two Civil Wars have 
taken place on Libyan soil, two Governments now exist and whilst an estimate can be 
placed on the death tolls and displacements, none can be quoted for the damage done 
to this country. 
 
The motive? Oil. 
It is no secret that oil wells print money and Libya has the largest reserves in the entire 
continent of Africa. Hence, on one side we have a government with no army, and the 
other an Army supported by another government. With a war raging on and even 
today every citizen fleeing the country for life, what is the true cost of a Barrel? 
 

II. History 
In 1951, Libya turned into a unified free nation within its current borders. At first, it 
began as a federal monarchy made up of three particular areas; Tripolitania, Cyrenaica 
and Fezzan, each with its very own provincial Government and legislative body 
alongside a main central Government and parliament. 
 
In any case, in 1963 the federal system was abolished offering path to a completely 
unified nation with central political and sovereign institutions. For almost 42 years, 
power and wealth were under the control of one supreme dictator, Muammar 
Gaddafi, and after his death in 2011, it turned into a real challenge to adopt a new 
discourse based on free elections and power-sharing. 
 
From 2011, however, the Libyans have been offered many difficulties as well as 
opportunities. While this period gave a chance to reconstruct another unified state 
dependent democratic discourse encompassing transparent institutions and rule of 
law, it, nonetheless, put the whole notion of a Libyan United State under strain. The 
risk of disintegration became genuine. 
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In April 2019, the UN said the fighting had displaced more than 8,000 people. At least 
147 individuals have died in conflicts between rival militias battling for control of 
Libya's capital. 
 
World Health Organization (WHO) reported that 614 have been injured since 
Commander Khalifa Haftar launched an offensive in April to take Tripoli, which is 
currently controlled by a UN-backed government. 
 

III. Current Situation 
The Libyan National Army of Khalifa Haftar seized key oil export terminals in the east. 
Khalifa Haftar claimed that his forces were fully in control of Derna, the last Islamist 
stronghold in the east and the only city in the region hitherto outside his control. There 
were clashes between rival militia groups in the city's southern suburbs, which lead to 
dozens of people being killed. Libya's Un-backed government then declared a state of 
emergency in Tripoli. Later, the Haftar Libyan National Army advanced on Tripoli, 
sparking clashes with the forces of the internationally-recognised Government of 
National Accord. 
 
For the past 2 weeks Tripoli has been under assault. Residential neighbourhoods are 
getting shelled and the United Nations says the fight has killed more than 200 people 
and forced 25,000 to flee. The man behind the attack Khalifa Haftar is trying to unite 
a country split into two. He was once a commander under Muammar Qaddafi and his 
offensive echoes help Gaddafi claim power 50 years ago in a military coup that took 
down another leader installed by the United Nations. 
 
Tripoli is now led by Fayez Al-Sarraj who runs a UN administered interim government 
that barely maintains control over the city, let alone the country. He is backed by 
Turkey, Qatar and the European Union, but he has no military, forcing him to depend 
on local militias. Haftar does have a military, the Libyan National Army. It is part of a 
parallel government in Tobruk that Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Nations 
support. Countries are taking sides because Libya’s ports are a launch point for many 
of the migrants who end up in Europe. Libya also has the biggest oil reserves in Africa 
and thus the power to shape global prices. 
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IV. Timeline of events 
1969 - Muammar Gaddafi becomes the de facto leader of Libya. 
 
2011 - Col Gaddafi is captured and killed. Three days later, the NTC declares Libya to be 
officially "liberated" and announces plans to hold elections within eight months. 
 
2012 - Transitional government hands power to the General National Congress, which was 
elected in July. 
 
2014 February - Protests erupt in response to the General National Congress refusal to 
disband after mandate expires. 
 
2014 May - "Libyan National Army" renegade general Khalifa Haftar launches military 
assault including airstrikes against militant Islamist groups in Benghazi; tries to seize 
parliament building 
 
2014 June - Prime Minister Maiteg resigns after Supreme Court rules his appointment 
illegal. New parliament chosen in elections marred by a low turnout attributed to security 
fears and boycotts; Islamists suffer heavy defeat. Fighting breaks out between forces loyal 
to outgoing GNC and new parliament. 
 
2014 July - UN staff pull out, embassies shut, foreigners evacuated as security situation 
deteriorates. Tripoli international airport is largely destroyed by fighting. Ansar al-Sharia 
seizes control of most of Benghazi. 
 
2015 January - Libyan army and Tripoli-based militia alliance declare partial ceasefire after 
UN-sponsored talks in Geneva. 
 
2016 January - UN announces new, Tunisia-based interim government, but neither 
Tobruk nor Tripoli parliaments agree to recognise its authority. 
 
2016 March - New UN-backed Government of National Accord arrives in Tripoli by boat 
after opposing forces block airspace. 
 
2016 April - UN staff return to Tripoli after absence of nearly two years. 
 
2018 July - Khalifa Haftar claims that his forces are fully in control of Derna 
 
2018 September - Libya's UN-backed government declares a state of emergency in Tripoli, 
after dozens of people are killed in clashes between rival militia groups in the city's 
southern suburbs. 
 
2019 April - The Haftar Libyan National Army advances on Tripoli, sparking clashes with 
the forces of the internationally-recognised Government of National Accord. 
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V. Country Specifics 
The United States of America 
While USA and Libya engaged each other in military conflicts, including bombings from 
both sides in the 1990s, their approach today is considered cooperative. During the 
Libyan civil war in 2011, the US took part in a military intervention in the conflict, aiding 
anti-Gaddafi rebels with air strikes against the Libyan Army. With the success of the 
revolution and the overthrow of Gaddafi, former US President Barack Obama said that 
the United States was "committed to the Libyan people" and promised partnership in 
the development of a new Libyan state. However, following the USA’s aggressive 
military action, Libya has remained in a state of instability since 2014. In fact, in a 2016 
fox news interview, Barrack Obama stated that intervening in Libya was his “worst 
mistake” as a president. The U.S. began bombing Libya again on August 1, 2016 with 
permission from the GNA, as part of the military intervention against ISIL. However, as 
the situation has continued to intensify, the US remains close to Libya, with current 
President Donald Trump contacting commander Haftar via phone calls.  A White House 
statement noted that Trump “recognized Field Marshal Haftar’s significant role in 
fighting terrorism and securing Libya’s oil resources, and the two discussed a shared 
vision for Libya’s transition to a stable, democratic political system”. However, U.S. 
Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan said “a military solution is not what Libya needs.” 
He said he supported Haftar’s “role in counter-terrorism” and that Washington 
needed Haftar’s “support in building democratic stability there in the region. However, 
following discussions highlighting Libya’s need for a non-military solution, both the 
United States and Russia said they could not support a British-drafted U.N. Security 
Council resolution calling for a ceasefire in Libya at this time. The USA did not give a 
reason for its decision not to support the document which would also call on countries 
with influence over the warring parties to ensure compliance and for unconditional 
humanitarian aid access in Libya. Given the current situation, the support from large 
countries is more essential than ever, since the 2011 rebellion against when Muammar 
Gaddafi. 
 
Russia 
After the attack on the Russian embassy in Libya in 2013, all the Russian diplomats 
were evacuated and would return after the present interim government of Libya can 
protect the Russian diplomats and embassy. In early 2015, the deputy foreign minister 
stated that Russia will supply the government of Libya with weapons if the UN 
sanctions against Libya are lifted. In April 2015, Prime Minister Abdullah al-Thani 
visited Moscow and announced that Russia and Libya will strengthen their relations, 
especially economic relations and that he request Russia's assistance in fixing the 
country's government institutions and military strength. In the early months of 2017, 
Russia increased its involvement in resolving the conflict in Libya, increasingly 
supporting the Tobruk-based Council of Deputies rather than the UN-backed 
Government of National Accord. During the Mediterranean Dialogue forum in Rome 
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in December 2017, Deputy Prime Minister Ahmed Maiteeq stated that he expects 
Russia to take part in assisting the rebuilding of Libya after the ongoing civil war is 
settled. He also said they further want to increase bilateral relations.  
 
Saudi Arabia 
Days before Libyan military commander Khalifa Haftar launched an offensive to seize 
the capital and attempt to unite the divided country under his rule, Saudi Arabia 
promised tens of millions of dollars to help pay for the operation, according to senior 
advisers to the Saudi government. The offensive on Tripoli represents the latest 
upheaval in a country that has lurched from crisis to crisis since long-time leader 
Moammar Gadhafi was overthrown and killed in a 2011 armed uprising. The chaos 
that ensued provided ground for Islamic State to operate and offered a route for 
hundreds of thousands of migrants to reach Europe in recent years. 
 
Libya is now split between the internationally recognized government in Tripoli and a 
government allied with Mr. Haftar based in eastern Libya. The following day, on March 
27, he was welcomed in Riyadh by Saudi King Salman and Crown Prince Mohammed 
Bin Salman. Undisclosed by the Saudi government at the time, he also met with Saudi 
Arabia’s interior minister and intelligence chief, according to the Saudi advisers. The 
Saudi government didn’t respond to a request for comment about Mr. Haftar’s 
meetings in the kingdom. 
 
France 
Ever since France President Emmanuel Macron won the office in 2017, he has been a 
strong supporter of brokering a power-sharing deal between Haftar and Sarraj outside 
Paris. However, France have considered Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar’s offensive 
response in April against the U.N.-recognized unity government of Prime Minister 
Fayez al-Sarraj an act of betrayal. The timing of the attack was just as the United 
Nations secretary-general was in town to prepare for the peace conference, which 
France has constantly encouraged. Furthermore, the news that Libyan generalissimo, 
whose forces France has covertly helped arm and train, was marching on Tripoli acted 
as a shock.  
 
France’s viewpoint is one that clashes with the interests of the rest of the EU, 
especially Italy. This is because the two countries have oil interests at stake, 
considering Libya is the largest oil producer in the African continent.  
 
Furthermore, the EU prioritises stemming the flow of arms into Libya, strongly 
believing in non-military action. However, since France has helped supply weapons to 
the Libyan generalissimo, there is conflict amongst Europe’s interests. If the interests 
remain unresolved, Libya gains the opportunity to take advantage of the 
disagreement, which could lead to the continent feeling the repercussions of not 
sharing these same interests. 
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Iran 
Things were very complicated in the Libyan Arab Spring. Qaddafi, the Libyan socialist 
dictator, was a traditional enemy of the Arabs of the Persian Gulf, and even though an 
Arab he was a traditional Iranian ally i.e. like the Syrians. However in the last decade 
there were many problems in the Libyan-Iranian relations. The problems between 
Qaddafi and Iran made it very hard to understand whether it was Iran or Saudi Arabia 
who was more eager to support the Islamist rebels who were fighting Qaddafi. 
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