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Letter from the Chair 

 
Dear Delegates, 
 
It is my extreme pleasure to invite you all to the Group of 20 in International Youth 
Conference 2019! The Group of 20 is an international forum that aims to discuss the 
key issues faced by today’s world. I am honoured to be your Chair and I promise you 
a weekend filled with exciting debate, new experiences and lot of 
learning. 
The first agenda aims at Electoral reforms and how election funding poses a threat to 
democracy. While money is necessary for democratic politics, it has also emerged as 
a tool to unduly influence the political process. Vote rigging, foreign interests, cyber 
threats and private sector investment has led us away from the ideals of fair play and 
inclusiveness, on which the idea of democratic process is based. It is for the 
delegates to work out the flow of money within the political sphere and how 
democracy can work to ensure free and fair elections concurrent with open internet. 
Political finance poses several challenges and this agenda is sure to make committee 
a dynamic, collaborative and challenging one. 
The second agenda aims to address the Sustainable Development Goals of the UN 
relating to poverty and hunger. Urbanization, climate change, population increase 
and diminishing resources have made the development of sustainable systems all the 
more important. Delegates must tackle the institutional, demographic and 
infrastructural challenges that surface when discussing this issue. The competing 
incentives between developing and developed nations, which makes this a pertinent 
and pressing topic, must be carefully thought out by the delegates. I believe that the 
open nature of this topic will also allow delegates to bring array of experience, 
knowledge and opinions on the table and I encourage you all to push the boundaries 
and think of creative solutions. 
I expect delegates to research extensively in order to understand the agenda and put 
forth your arguments which will make this Model United Nations special for you 
delegates and us. I intend to create a committee atmosphere in which every 
delegate feels welcome to have their ideas heard and respected by all delegates, 
with an emphasis on teamwork, diplomacy and meaningful debate. 
Welcome to the Group of 20. 
All the Best. 
 
Regards, 
Suhani Mangal - Chair, 
Krysh Wadhwani - Vice Chair, 
Mahir Bhagtani - Research and Development , 
Anuraag Thakkar - Moderator, 
Anahita Dhru - Rapporteur. 
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Agenda 1 – Electoral reforms: Election funding as a 
threat to democracy 

I. Introduction  
Free and fair elections are the stronghold of any democracy. Over the last few 
decades, adultery committed in the conduct of elections, in form of political funding, 
cyber interference and fake news, has fomented international unrest and led to the 
breakdown of public trust of electoral outcomes. 
  
In the election process, candidates and political parties need money in order to reach 
out to the electorate and explain their goals and policies. Unfortunately, under the 
surface political systems often work differently deceiving the public. Transfer of 
money to political parties from the private sector, penetration of illicit funds from 
criminal networks, “donations” from public groups, and even buying votes has 
resulted in election system becoming more opaque, its outcomes increasingly 
determined by the influence of money. It is necessary to ban donations from certain 
sources, impose limits on party spending and create provisions for public funding. 
  
In a world where Facebook is a primary news source and technology has created new 
electronic voting system, the challenge of cybercrime has to be addressed to protect 
election legitimacy. Elections in countries ranging from the United States to India are 
vulnerable to various cyber-attacks, some meant to sway voters and others meant to 
rig voting machines. Another subset of these cyber-attacks is state-supported 
interference in elections: ranging from email hacking and doxing in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election to dissemination of “fake news” surrounding 2016 Italian 
referendum votes. Unless modern understanding of sovereignty and the norm of 
non-intervention are updated for a networked age, countermeasures represent an 
impermissible expansion of the use of force. 
  
Election process is also faced with infrastructural challenges such as military 
presence in conflict zones, accessibility and security of polling booths, which 
undermines its own function in this process. 
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Key Terms  
• Manifesto 
A public declaration of a party's ideas and policies, usually printed during the 
campaign. Once in power, a government is often judged by how many of its 
manifesto promises it manages to deliver. 
• Party Election Broadcast (PEB) 
Broadcasts made by the parties and transmitted on TV or radio. By agreement with 
the broadcasters, each party is allowed a certain number according to its election 
strength and number of candidates fielded. 
• IP Address 
An internet version of a home address for your computer, which is identified when it 
communicates over a network; For example, connecting to the internet (a network 
of networks) 
• Breach 
The moment a hacker successfully exploits a vulnerability in a computer or device, 
and gains access to its files and network. 
• Trojan Horse 
In computing, a Trojan horse, or Trojan, is any malware which misleads users of its 
true intent. 
• Clientelism 
Clientelism (alternatively known as neo-patrimonialism or patron-client systems) 
refers to a situation in which a patron (in this context, normally a politician) builds a 
relationship with a larger group of voters that trades its support for various favours 
(personal or communal). 
• Illicit funding 
Illicit financial flows, in economics, are a form of illegal capital flight that occurs when 
money is illegally earned, transferred, or spent 
• Plebiscites 
The direct vote of all the members of an electorate on an important public question 
such as a change in the constitution. 
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II. Historic Background   
 
As technology progresses and new electronic election methods are created, the 
challenge of cybercrime needs to be addressed in order to protect election 
legitimacy. The CCPCJ is committed to upholding the ideals in Article 21 of the United 
Nations Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR): 
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or 

through freely chosen representatives.  
2. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country.  
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government 
Expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal 
suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. The 
mandate of the CCPCJ allows it to address the use of technology in fair elections. 
Thus, it is not only the responsibility of national government, but also the 
responsibility of the international community to help ensure fair elections. Online 
voting, while currently not a widespread practice, gives voters an opportunity to 
voice their opinion when otherwise not possible. First introduced in the United 
States in 2000, online voting has spread to fourteen other countries. Canada, France, 
and Switzerland currently offer online voting to all citizens. Online voting excels in its 
accessibility: it allows people to vote when they otherwise would not be able to do 
so. 
  
However, despite all the benefits of online voting, there are concerns about its 
security. Worried by rigged elections and hackers, many people are concerned about 
the truth of online voting. Public trust in governments to prevent hacking has been 
shaken by high profile hacks on political parties. An example is when the Democratic 
Party of the United States had its emails hacked and released online in 2016. 
 
Technical institutions and experts can help to improve security, often breaking down 
the ‘black boxes’ that are online voting. There are many technologies in place to help 
prevent online hacking, such as HTTPS, unique identifier (UID), and anti-spam 
technologies. 
 
Country specific cyber attacks 
• Cyber Election Interference in the United States 
The highest-profile example of cyber-interference in elections is Russia’s interference 
in the 2016 U.S. election. Reports analysing the hack have indicated that Russia 
interfered in four major ways: through theft of information, selective dissemination 
of information, a propaganda campaign, and efforts to hack into voting systems 
across the country.  
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Analysis exploring why Russia might “hack” the U.S. election has focused on Putin’s 
past frustration with U.S. efforts to promote civil society, which Putin saw as 
unreasonable intrusion on Russian sovereignty. 
 
• “Cosy bear” 
Russia used various cyberespionage teams to hack into computers and email systems 
in the 2016 U.S. election. Additionally, we know that Russian cyberespionage teams 
took some of the information it found in these computers and systems, because 
some of the information and emails it discovered through unauthorized access were 
later published. 
A Russian cyberespionage team, colloquially known as “Cosy Bear” or “A.P.T. 29,” 
hacked computers at the Democratic National Committee and penetrated the email 
account of Clinton’s presidential campaign chair, John Podesta. Russia also hacked 
the Republican National Committee emails using a Russian unit called “Fancy Bear,” 
or “A.P.T. 28.” In addition, Russia conducted a massive operation to target hundreds 
to thousands of non-governmental organizations and non-profits. 
 
• “Fake News” 
Russia engaged in “information warfare” campaigns. Sites like RT News and Sputnik, 
both state-funded Russian sites, shared fake news. Their stories, which attacked 
Clinton and U.S.-Russian relations, were widely circulated on social media. They were 
likewise shared by conservative talk-show hosts and activists, “often not knowing the 
accuracy of the reports.” In addition, the Kremil was identified by U.S. intelligence 
agencies as breaching the websites of the board of elections for Arizona and Illinois. 
  
•       Cyber Election Interference in Italy 
Spread of false information via social media affected the 2016 Italian elections. 
Buzzfeed and the Italian newspaper La Stampa reported that blogs, social media 
accounts and websites in Russia spread fake news across their virtual networks. The 
news was targeted against Prime Minister Renzi. And it was viral; half of the most 
popular news stories related to the referendum and shared on social media were 
fake. Renzi did lose the election, triggering concerns that the instability might trigger 
a deeper crisis in the vulnerable Italian banking sector. 
  
•       Cyber Election Interference in Germany 
With an election coming in September 2017, government officials have reported that 
Russia is attempting to unseat German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who has visibly 
critiqued Russian policies in Syria and Ukraine. Merkel has herself acknowledged 
Russian interference as “possible” in at least two respects: both in information 
warfare, and in cyberattacks. The information warfare had already had extreme 
diplomatic consequences. One fake news story in particular captivated public 
consciousness: a fake news item about refugees from the Middle East gang-raping a 
13 year-old Russian girl in Berlin went viral.  



 

8 | P a g e  
 

Protests in response to the story grew so violent that even Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 
Germany’s foreign minister, was forced to make a statement debunking the 
propaganda. But the corrections had little impact; the fake news had been 
“laundered and [entered] the public consciousness as fact.” 2014 attack on the 
German Parliament, which lasted for several months and risked the privacy of the 
government and their data. 
  
•       Cyber Election Interference in France 
Hackers in France stole and published gigabytes of leaks from centre-left French 
candidate Emmanuel Macron on the eve of the French election. The hackers were 
tied to the APT28 or “Fancy Bear” group, which also targeted German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel. 
 
•      Cyber Election Interference in Russia 
Factions of Russian hackers have engaged in cyber interference at home, too. 
Homegrown attacks have largely been through denial of service (DDOS), where 
malware-infected computers flood target servers with “junk traffic,” overwhelming 
the sites and causing them to either become slow and unresponsive, or else entirely 
unavailable. In the late 2000s, pro-Russian hackers used DDOS to target the site of 
opposition leader Garry Kasparov in the 2007 campaign for president. In 2011, 
Russian hackers did the same to opposition media outlets like the election 
monitoring NGO, Golos. 
  
•      Cyber Election Interference in Ukraine 
Russian hackers have even attempted to publish false election results. In 2014, a pro-
Russian hacker group called CyberBerkut compromised the website of the Ukrainian 
Central Election Commission. They modified the website to declare the winner to be 
ultra-right candidate Dmytro Yarosh. The Commission results saw the modification 
less than an hour before the results were scheduled to be released. 
 
•       Cyber Election Interference in Japan 
According to local media reports, hackers were able to snoop upon emails and steal 
passwords from computers belonging to lawmakers at the Japanese parliament for 
over a month. 
A report in the Asahi Shimbun claims that PCs and servers were infected after a 
Trojan horse was emailed to a Lower House member in July. 
The Trojan horse then downloaded malware from a server based in China – allowing 
remote hackers to secretly spy on email communications and steal usernames and 
passwords from lawmakers. 
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•      Cyber Election Interference in India 
The espionage operation in 2010 that stole classified documents from the Indian 
government and the office of the Dalai Lama, which included documents related to 
Indian security, embassies abroad and NATO troop activity in Afghanistan. The attack 
used social network and cloud computing platforms. This attack placed a risk not 
only on global politics but also on national security for multiple countries.  
  
Existing problems with election practices around the world 
• Africa 

- Clientelism 
Its role in African politics is frequently debated and somewhat controversial,4 but 
can be summarized as follows: ‘Political authority in Africa is based on the giving and 
granting of favours, in an endless series of ... exchanges that go from the village level 
to the highest reaches of the central state.’ 

- Vote buying 
Offering money instead of innovative political ideas to convince individuals to vote 
for a certain candidate is not unique to Africa. Even so, it is a major concern in many 
African countries, and is often directly connected to clientelist relationships 

- Abuse of state resources 
- Illicit funding 

A significant problem, apparently on the rise, is the influx of illicit funding in African 
political processes. Funds from the illegal trade in natural resources are sometimes 
used to entice politicians not to investigate wrongdoing in the extractive industries. 
In addition, those involved in the transport of illegal drugs from Latin America via 
(especially West) Africa to Europe sometimes use their resources to influence African 
politicians and political parties 
 
• Asia 
In general, parties and candidates in Asia are facing political finance challenges. State 
funding is often marginal (or even non-existent) and candidates without sufficient 
resources at their disposal find it hard to compete, since their parties often do not 
finance their candidates’ campaigns. As a consequence, private donations (often 
from corporations) play an important role in financing political actors. 

- Corruption, clientelism and clans 
In many Asian polities, clientelist networks connect politicians with voters through an 
exchange of gifts or benefits for political support. Clientelist relations like these not 
only undermine the institutionalization of political parties and hinder the 
establishment of horizontal links based on common political interests; they also 
encourage rent-seeking strategies. 

- Illicit funding 
- Ineffective implementation 

In many cases, regulations are not effectively implemented due to weak supervisory 
mechanisms (which are often related to the enforcement agency’s lack of mandate 
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or resources). In India and the Philippines, for example, the informality of the 
political system makes it hard to supervise party financing and election campaigns. 
Regulatory frameworks often exist only on paper. 
Another issue related to effective oversight is independence. In Malaysia, the 
Election Commission falls under the direct purview of the prime minister’s 
department and is government controlled. It is therefore not willing to check party 
and campaign financing closely. 

- Vote buying 
 
• Latin America 
Money plays an increasingly important role in politics in Latin America1 as a result of 
the region’s recent economic growth, the increase in foreign direct investment and 
the rise of the middle class. 

- Lack of transparency and reliable information 
In Latin America, most countries require political parties to disclose their income 
either annually (84 per cent) and/or in relation to election campaigns (75 per cent). 

- Poorly conceptualized regulations 
- Infiltration of illicit financing 

Illicit financing, mainly from drug trafficking, is a particular problem in this region: it 
contributes to the destabilization of the political systems and their institutions. Illicit 
organizations have a strong foothold, especially in the drug-trafficking corridor that 
stretches from the Andean region to Mexico. 

- Absence of strong monitoring and enforcement agencies 
Across the region, it is clear that there is a gap between the existence of regulations 
and the degree to which they are effectively implemented. The lack of enforcement 
has its roots in a dearth of strong monitoring and enforcement institutions. 
 
• Eastern, Central and South-eastern Europe and Central Asia 

- State control over the political arena 
Closely related to the issue of the abuse of state resources is government control 
over the political process in some countries in these regions 

- Abuse of state resources 
- Private-sector kickbacks and buying government favours 

Private-sector kickbacks in return for government favours have been behind serious 
party funding scandals in even some of the more established democracies, such as 
the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary. 
Many of the party financing scandals in the regions are more related to personal 
enrichment than to enrichment of a particular political party. This was the case in the 
2007 ‘buying the law’ scandal in Estonia, where one of the country’s most prominent 
business figures donated considerable funds to several political parties while he was 
involved in building a power plant for renewable energy sources. The subsequent 
passage of a bill that granted government subsidies to such projects led to 
accusations of corruption. 
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The Lazarenko scandal in Ukraine - Pavlo Lazarenko, a Ukrainian politician and 
former prime minister, amassed a fortune while in office, allegedly charging 50 per 
cent of the profits from businesses for his patronage. The case is well documented, 
since Lazarenko was tried and convicted in a US District Court on charges of fraud, 
conspiracy to launder money, money laundering and transport of stolen property. 
 
• Northern, Western and Southern Europe 

- Political corruption 
Political corruption remains a major problem in Europe. Reform to curb corrupt 
behaviour is often initiated in the aftermath of political finance scandals and public 
outcry. The level of corruption in Europe is thought to have risen in recent years, 
which suggests that the political finance regulations have not achieved their aims. 

- Weak enforcement 
The mere presence of political finance regulation does not guarantee its 
implementation. The Group of States against Corruption (GR ECO) emphasizes two 
main problems in its recommendations to Northern, Western and Southern 
European countries. The first is that few oversight organs are granted effective 
monitoring and enforcement powers. The second problem relates to the loopholes 
that are still present in much of the political finance legislation. 

- Parties’ state dependency 
The acknowledgement that (1) money in politics matters, (2) the political process 
should be accessible by all political actors and (3) the organizational continuity of 
political parties, which matters for party system stability, has motivated the 
introduction of public funding of political parties and candidates in the region. 

- Gender inequality 
The under-representation of women in political life is a persistent problem in 
Northern, Western and Southern Europe. 
 
• European Union 
EU electoral assistance has, in the last five years, accounted for close to €400 million, 
delivering capacity-building and technical and material support to electoral processes 
in more than 40 countries. 
 
The Commission bases its electoral assistance on a strategic approach that favours 
long-term involvement and takes into consideration the full electoral cycle. 
 
Election observation is an important part of the EU's wider policy of support for 
democracy, the rule of law and human rights. EU Election Observation Missions 
(EOMs) immediate goals are to strengthen confidence in the elections, deter fraud, 
and provide an informed and factual assessment of an election process. 
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• Other electoral issues: 
- China meddling in Taiwan’s elections. 
- 2019 ‘electoral bonds’ in India’s elections which these make the elections 

system opaque 
- Corporate funding of elections in South Africa 
- Political violence in Sub Saharan countries Uganda, Kenya and Congo 
- US meddling with Latin American elections 
- Terrorists easily campaign for elections in Pakistan through violence. 
 

III. Recent Developments 
Despite all the developments in voting technologies, many countries have been slow 
to adopt them, even the more economically developed countries in the world like 
the United States. On the other hand, economically developing countries have seen 
tremendous growth in adopting electronic voting systems. 
Mexico, once a one-party state, has been able to make changes. After a major 
election controversy in 1998, Mexico instituted an independent electoral body to 
oversee election policies. Mexico has since adopted an electronic voting system in 
conjunction with a paper system to ensure that if either system fails, there will be a 
backup record. 
The Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission of Kenya (IEBC) has recently 
announced its plans to implement blockchain technologies in its elections to improve 
voter trust and transparency.   
  

IV. Accords 
• NATO Cyber Defence Pledge 2016 

- China-Russia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership of Coordination:  
In 2015 the two countries signed the Sino-Russian cybersecurity deal which marked 
Sino-Russian cooperation in another arena—cyberspace. The treaty, which some 
have dubbed a “nonaggression pact” for cyberspace, details cooperative measures 
both governments pledge to undertake, including exchange of information and 
increased scientific and academic cooperation. With this, Russia and China continue 
to advance their vision of “information security,” a view of security concerns in 
cyberspace that is markedly different from Western approaches of “cybersecurity.” 
 

-  Group of Governmental Experts on Developments in the Field of Information 
and Telecommunications in the Context of International Security:  

In 2013 the group of governmental experts agreed that countries should not 
interfere with each other’s  critical  infrastructure;  they  should  not  target  each  
other’s computer emergency response teams; they should assist other nations 
investigating cyber-attacks; and they are responsible for actions that originate from 
their territory. 
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List of member nations: Argentina, Australia, Belarus, Canada, China, Egypt, Estonia, 
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, Russia, United Kingdom, United States of 
America. 

 
- G7 Declaration on Responsible States Behaviour in Cyberspace: 

The Group of 7 remains committed to an accessible, open, interoperable, reliable 
and secure cyberspace and recognizes the enormous benefits for economic growth 
and prosperity derived from cyberspace as an extraordinary tool for economic, social 
and political development. However, the nations are concerned about the risk of 
escalation and retaliation in cyberspace, including massive denial-of-service attacks, 
damage to critical infrastructure, or other malicious cyber activity that impairs the 
use and operation of critical infrastructure that provides services to the public. 
 

V. Proposed resolutions: 
The history of the United Nations is interwoven with elections. During the era of 
trusteeship and decolonization, the United Nations supervised and observed 
numerous plebiscites, referenda and elections worldwide. 
 
During the 1990s, the United Nations observed, supervised or conducted landmark 
elections and popular consultations in Timor-Leste, South Africa, Mozambique, El 
Salvador and Cambodia. More recently, the Organization has provided crucial 
technical and logistical assistance in milestone elections in many countries, including 
in Afghanistan, Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Iraq, 
Nepal, Sierra Leone and Sudan. 
 
Demand for United Nations electoral assistance is growing, as is the duration and 
complexity of operations. Electoral observation, once a core activity in early United 
Nations support, is now rare, and technical assistance has grown exponentially. 
Assistance is closely regulated by the UN General Assembly, and its evolution is 
reflected in a series of resolutions since 1991. 
 
Even as the United Nations electoral assistance evolves to adapt to the changing 
needs and circumstances of Member States, it continues to be based on the principle 
established in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – that the will of the 
people, as expressed through periodic and genuine elections, shall be the basis of 
government authority. 
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VI. Further electoral Resources 
• ACE Electoral Knowledge Network 
• BRIDGE Project -Building Resources in Democracy, Governance & Elections 
• Standards 

- Universal Declaration on Human Rights (Article 21) 
- ICCPR (Article 25) 
- Council of Europe e-voting standards (2017): Section VIII. Reliability and 

Security of the System 
- Open Government Declaration (2011) 
- UN General Assembly Guidelines for the Regulation of Computerized Data 

Files (1990) 
- UN Privacy and Data Protection Principles (2016) 

• Election observer guidelines 
- NDI Monitoring Electronic Technologies in Electoral Processes (2007) 
- OSCE/ODIHR Handbook for the Observation of New Voting Technologies 

(2013) 
- OAS Observing the Use of Electoral Technologies: A Manual for OAS Electoral 

Observation Missions (2010) 
-  Carter Centre, Handbook on Observing Electronic Voting (2nd Edition, 2012) 

 

VII. Possible solutions 
We are aiming to reform the election system so it is essential to address both 
election funding as well as cyber threats when we devise possible solutions. The 
following solutions could be considered: 
Provide a universal legal framework for election funding: A set of recommendations 
on norms, rules and principles for admissible election funding could be framed. 
Countermeasures for cyber breach: Firstly, laws must be created defining boundaries 
and areas where actions by Non State actors fall under cyber interference of 
elections. Secondly, we could provide permissible countermeasures for a breach of 
cyber security and how peaceful means of solving disputes could be applied to the 
digital network. 
 

VIII. Questions a Resolution Must Answer 
1. Refine the scope of non-intervention and Sovereignty in elections for a digital 

world.  
2. How can we determine bans or limits on donations to political parties?  
3. In addition to donation bans and limits, how can we regulate spending bans or 

limitations by political parties?  
4. How, if possible, can we create a transparent information system and a security 

media component for elections globally? 
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IX. Additional Resources 
This problem is multi- faceted and has not been dealt in its entirety till date. It is a 
huge issue at hand with several slippery slopes, which requires delegates to think of 
the feasibility of their solutions and most importantly if they are effective in 
removing all threats to democracy. In order to do that, it is essential to understand 
the election system and its fall-outs. Delegates must look at election security, the 
reporting, external oversight and enforcement of political finance regulations.  
 
https://undocs.org/A/RES/72/168 
 
http://aceproject.org/ero-en/ifes-cybersecurity-in-elections 
 
http://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/official_documents/-
/asset_publisher/CptICkB6BZ29/content/id/191666  
 
https://www.canada.ca/en/democratic-institutions/news/2019/03/speech-
thegovernment-of-canadas-plan-to-safeguard-canadas-2019-election.html 
 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311576973_Managing_Election_Related_C
onflict_and_Violence_for_Democratic_Stability_in_Ghana_II 
 
https://eci.gov.in/faqs/mcc/model-code-of-conduct-r15/  
 
http://www.nss2016.org/document-center-docs/2016/4/1/joint-statement-on-cyber-
security 
 
https://dppa.un.org/en/elections 
 
https://www.hrnk.org/publications/policy-recommendations.php 
 
https://www.ndi.org/sites/default/files/2267_elections_manuals_monitoringtech_0.pdf 
 
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/104939?download=true 
 
http://www.oas.org/es/sap/docs/Technology%20English-FINAL-4-27-10.pdf 
 
https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/democracy/des/Carter-Center-
E_voting-Handbook.pdf 
 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-information-by-subject/electoral-
fraud/preventing-and-reporting-electoral-fraud 
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AGENDA 2: 
 

United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals:  

1. No Poverty 
2. Zero Hunger 
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Agenda 2 – UNSDG: 1. No Poverty; 2. No Huger 

I. Introduction  
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 2030 Agenda are the 
transformative goals adopted by the United Nations General Assembly to achieve 
peace, equality, and prosperity. Of the 17 Goals of the United Nations, our 
committee will focus only on the first (elimination of poverty in all its forms) and 
second (zero hunger) goal. The first ever deadline- of 2030- set by the UN for 
achieving these goals creates a sense of urgency, importance and hope. However, 
several challenges present themselves when we tackle these issues: competing 
interests of developing and developed nations, problems with implementation 
including data and information and accountability and monitoring the development. 
 
Eradicating poverty in all its forms, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global 
challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development. Extreme 
poverty affects all aspects of life: education, professional training, work, housing, 
access to health care, participation in social, political and cultural outlets in life. 
Fighting against extreme poverty includes taking into account simultaneously all 
these aspects which are so strongly intertwined. In order to fight against extreme 
poverty, it is essential to create conditions conducive for active contribution of 
people who live in extreme poverty which will require private investment, domestic 
resources and international cooperation. 
 
Second goal is zero hunger through development of sustainable food systems (SFS). 
Current food systems are unsustainable. Local and native crops, many of which are 
climate resilient and adapted to the local conditions and cultural context, are rapidly 
disappearing. Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from agriculture-related 
deforestation, farming, processing, packaging, transportation and waste, account for 
about half of all human GHG emissions. Approximately one third of all food produced 
is lost or wasted rather than consumed, with a significant environmental footprint in 
terms of the water and land used. In turn, climate change is increasing the risk of 
weather-related natural disasters jeopardizing food security. People in many parts of 
the world are shifting to diets rich in ultra-processed foods that are too high in salt, 
sugars and trans fats, and have lower nutrient value. Unhealthy diets have become a 
main risk for human health, leading to a rise in noncommunicable diseases (NDCs) 
like diabetes and obesity. NCDs are now the main cause of mortality worldwide and 
are responsible for 70% of global deaths.. These challenges are multidimensional and 
interrelated, and therefore require awareness raising, capacity development as well 
as facilitating access to knowledge and tools. 
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Key Terms  
• Sustainable development  
Sustainable development is the development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

• Poverty  
Condition where people's basic needs for food, clothing, and shelter are not being 
met. 

• Food system 
The food system is a complex web of activities involving the production, processing, 
transport, and consumption. Issues concerning the food system include the 
governance and economics of food production, its sustainability, the degree to which 
we waste food, how food production affects the natural environment and the impact 
of food on individual and population health. 
 

II. Where does the problem lie? 
These sustainable development goals have set out to reshape the global landscape 
through action and cooperation however there are several problems which have 
been overlooked by policy-makers and these problems must be addressed by the 
delegates of the committee. 
Right platform for the interaction of all the stakeholders: Sustainable development 
inherently involves many different stakeholders operating at many different scales, 
from national governments to transnational corporations, to local and international 
NGOs, to small villages, and many more. A definite network must be established 
between different actors, this will add not only in proper execution but also to hold 
the right body accountable if they fail to address the issue.  
Trade-offs: The sustainable development goals have several trade-offs and it is 
essential to recognize those to make an informed decision. For example, biodiversity 
could be threatened if forests are cut down to expand agricultural production for 
food security. Water security could be threatened by decisions to intensify or expand 
agriculture, or to build hydropower for energy security and greenhouse gas 
mitigation. 
Climate change: Changing climate poses one of the most serious problems to 
achieving sustainable development goals, particularly rural farming upon which 2 
million people of the world lie for sustenance. We cannot achieve Food Security 
unless the problem of frequent droughts or floods has been solved. Additionally, 
some farming techniques themselves contribute to the production of greenhouse 
gases. 
Demographics: The world’s population is expected to reach 8.5 billion by the year 
2030. Creating jobs, in line with digitalization and changing demographics, has to be 
looked upon. 
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There are several other issues such as infrastructural problems (food networks are 
branched and bureaucracy prevents financial upliftment of farmers), insufficient data 
and analytics and depletion of natural resources which must be analysed and 
discussed in the committee to achieve the 2030 sustainable development goals. 
 

III. Previous resolutions regarding SDGs 
• GA Resolution 66/288 - The Future We Want 
• GA Resolution 67/290 - Format and organizational aspects of the HLPF 
• GA Resolution 70/1 - Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
• Sustainable Development 
• GA Resolution 70/299 - Follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development at the global level 
• GA Resolution 72/305 - Review of the implementation of General Assembly   
resolution 68/1 on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council  
  

IV. Goal 1: Eliminating poverty in all its 
forms 
• Introduction 
Eradicating poverty in all its forms remains one of the greatest challenges facing 
humanity. While the number of people living in extreme poverty dropped by more 
than half between 1990 and 2015, too many are still struggling for the most basic 
human needs. 
As of 2015, about 736 million people still lived on less than US$1.90 a day; many lack 
food, clean drinking water and sanitation. Rapid growth in countries such as China 
and India has lifted millions out of poverty, but progress has been uneven. Women 
are more likely to be poor than men because they have less paid work, education, 
and own less property. 
Significant progress has been made in many countries within Eastern and South-
eastern Asia, but up to 42% of the population in Sub-Saharan Africa continues to live 
below the poverty line. 
New threats brought on by climate change, conflict and food insecurity, mean even 
more work is needed to bring people out of poverty. 
The SDGs are a bold commitment to finish what we started, and end poverty in all 
forms and dimensions by 2030. This involves targeting the most vulnerable, 
increasing basic resources and services, and supporting communities affected by 
conflict and climate-related disasters. 
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• Historic background 
- Facts and figures 

§ 736 million people still live in extreme poverty. 
§ 10 percent of the world’s population lives in extreme poverty, down from 36 

percent in 1990. 
§ Some 1.3 billion people live in multidimensional poverty. 
§ Half of all people living in poverty are under 18. 
§ One person in every 10 is extremely poor. 
§ 80 percent of people living on less than $1.90 are in South Asia and sub-Saharan 

Africa. 
 
- Targets for Goal 1 

§ By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all 
ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions 

§ Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, 
including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the 
vulnerable. 

§ By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the 
vulnerable, have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic 
services, ownership and control over land and other forms of property, 
inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new technology and financial services, 
including microfinance 

§ By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and 
reduce their exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and 
other economic, social and environmental shocks and disasters 

§ Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of sources, including 
through enhanced development cooperation, in order to provide adequate and 
predictable means for developing countries, in particular least developed 
countries, to implement programmes and policies to end poverty in all its 
dimensions 

§ Create sound policy frameworks at the national, regional and international levels, 
based on pro-poor and gender-sensitive development strategies, to support 
accelerated investment in poverty eradication actions 

 
• Recent developments 
While extreme poverty has eased considerably since 1990, pockets of the worst 
forms of poverty persist. Ending poverty requires universal social protection systems 
aimed at safeguarding all individuals throughout the life cycle. It also requires 
targeted measures to reduce vulnerability to disasters and to address specific 
underserved geographic areas within each country. 
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- PROGRESS OF GOAL 1 IN 2018 
§ The rate of extreme poverty has fallen rapidly: in 2013 it was a third of the 1990 

value. The latest global estimate suggests that 11 per cent of the world 
population, or 783 million people, lived below the extreme poverty threshold in 
2013. 

§ The proportion of the world’s workers living with their families on less than $1.90 
per person a day declined significantly over the past two decades, falling from 
26.9 per cent in 2000 to 9.2 per cent in 2017. 

§ Based on 2016 estimates, only 45 per cent of the world’s population were 
effectively covered by at least one social protection cash benefit. 
 
 
- PROGRESS OF GOAL 1 IN 2017 

§ In 2013, an estimated 767 million people lived below the international poverty 
line of $1.90 a day — down from 1.7 billion people in 1999. That figure reflects a 
decrease in the global poverty rate from 28 per cent in 1999 to 11 per cent in 
2013. The most significant progress was seen in Eastern and South-eastern Asia, 
where the rate declined from 35 per cent in 1999 to 3 per cent in 2013. In 
contrast, 42 per cent of people in sub-Saharan Africa continued to subsist in 
conditions of extreme poverty in 2013. 

§ In 2016, just under 10 per cent of the world’s workers were living with their 
families on less than $1.90 per person per day, down from 28 per cent in 2000. In 
the least developed countries, nearly 38 per cent of workers in 2016 were living 
below the poverty line. 

§ In 2016, 68 per cent of people above retirement age received a pension. 
However, that global average masks large regional differences. In Oceania, 
excluding Australia and New Zealand, and in sub-Saharan Africa, only 10 per cent 
and 22 per cent, respectively, of people above retirement age received a pension 
in 2016. 

§ Other vulnerable groups lack social protections as well. In 2016, only 28 per cent 
of people with severe disabilities collected disability benefits, only 22 per cent of 
unemployed individuals worldwide received unemployment benefits and only 41 
per cent of women giving birth received maternity benefits. 

§ Building the resilience of the poor and strengthening disaster risk reduction is a 
core development strategy for ending extreme poverty in the most afflicted 
countries. Economic losses from disasters are now reaching an average of $250 
billion to $300 billion a year. 
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- PROGRESS OF GOAL 1 IN 2016 
§ The international poverty line is currently defined at $1.90 or below per person 

per day using 2011 United States dollars purchasing power parity (ppp). In the 
decade beginning in 2002, the proportion of the world’s population living below 
the poverty line dropped by half, from 26 per cent to 13 per cent. 

§ In 2015, 10.2 per cent of the world’s workers were living with their families on 
less than $1.90 per person per day, down from 28 per cent in 2000 

§ Social protections have expanded globally since 2000, as many developing 
countries adopted policies that afford protection for multiple contingencies. 

§ Despite progress over the past decade, increasing social protection for those 
most in need remains a priority. Globally, 18,000 children still die each day from 
poverty-related causes, and only 28 percent of employed women are effectively 
protected through contributory and non-contributory maternity cash benefits. 

§ Disaster risk reduction is essential to ending poverty and fostering sustainable 
development. Disaster risk is disproportionately higher in poorer countries with 
weaker institutions. 

§ Economic losses from internationally reported disasters, principally large-scale 
disasters, have grown steadily since 1990, reaching an estimated annual average 
of $200 billion in 2013. 
 

V. Goal 2: Zero hunger 
• Introduction  
Goal 2 aims to end hunger and all forms of malnutrition by 2030. It also commits to 
universal access to safe, nutritious and sufficient food at all times of the year. This 
will require sustainable food production systems and resilient agricultural practices, 
equal access to land, technology and markets and international cooperation on 
investments in infrastructure and technology to boost agricultural productivity. The 
number of undernourished people has dropped by almost half in the past two decades 
because of rapid economic growth and increased agricultural productivity. Many 
developing countries that used to suffer from famine and hunger can now meet their 
nutritional needs. Central and East Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean have all 
made huge progress in eradicating extreme hunger. Unfortunately, extreme hunger 
and malnutrition remain a huge barrier to development in many countries. There are 
821 million people estimated to be chronically undernourished as of 2017, often as a 
direct consequence of environmental degradation, drought and biodiversity loss. Over 
90 million children under five are dangerously underweight. Undernourishment and 
severe food insecurity appear to be increasing in almost all regions of Africa, as well 
as in South America. The SDGs aim to end all forms of hunger and malnutrition by 
2030, making sure all people–especially children–have sufficient and nutritious food 
all year. This involves promoting sustainable agricultural, supporting small-scale 
farmers and equal access to land, technology and markets. It also requires 
international cooperation to ensure investment in infrastructure and technology to 
improve agricultural productivity. 
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• Historic background 
- Facts and figures 

The number of undernourished people reached 821 million in 2017. 
In 2017 Asia accounted for nearly two thirds, 63 percent, of the world’s hungry. 
Nearly 151 million children under five, 22 percent, were still stunted in 2017. 
More than 1 in 8 adults is obese. 
1 in 3 women of reproductive age is anaemic. 
26 percent of workers are employed in agriculture. 
  

- Targets for Goal 2 
§ By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and 

people in vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient 
food all year round 

§ By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the 
internationally agreed targets on stunting and wasting in children under 5 years 
of age, and address the nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and 
lactating women and older persons 

§ By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food 
producers, in particular women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists 
and fishers, including through secure and equal access to land, other productive 
resources and inputs, knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities 
for value addition and non-farm employment 

§ By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient 
agricultural practices that increase productivity and production, that help 
maintain ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, 
extreme weather, drought, flooding and other disasters and that progressively 
improve land and soil quality 

§ By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and 
domesticated animals and their related wild species, including through soundly 
managed and diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional and 
international levels, and promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of 
benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and associated 
traditional knowledge, as internationally agreed 

§ Increase investment, including through enhanced international cooperation, in 
rural infrastructure, agricultural research and extension services, technology 
development and plant and livestock gene banks in order to enhance agricultural 
productive capacity in developing countries, in particular least developed 
countries 

§ Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural 
markets, including through the parallel elimination of all forms of agricultural 
export subsidies and all export measures with equivalent effect, in accordance 
with the mandate of the Doha Development Round 
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§ Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity markets 
and their derivatives and facilitate timely access to market information, including 
on food reserves, in order to help limit extreme food price volatility. 
 

• Recent developments 
After a prolonged decline, world hunger appears to be on the rise again. Conflict, 
drought and disasters linked to climate change are among the key factors causing 
this reversal in progress. 
Efforts to combat hunger and malnutrition have advanced significantly since 2000. 
Ending hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition for all, however, will require 
continued and focused efforts, especially in Asia and Africa. More investments in 
agriculture, including government spending and aid, are needed to increase capacity 
for agricultural productivity. 
 

- PROGRESS OF GOAL 2 IN 2018 
§ The proportion of undernourished people worldwide increased from 10.6 per 

cent in 2015 to 11.0 per cent in 2016. This translates to 815 million people 
worldwide in 2016, up from 777 million in 2015. 

§ In 2017, 151 million children under age 5 suffered from stunting (low height for 
their age), 51 million suffered from wasting (low weight for height), and 38 
million were overweight. 

§ Progress has been made in reducing market-distorting agricultural subsidies, 
which were more than halved in five years—from $491 million in 2010 to less 
than $200 million in 2015 

  
- PROGRESS OF GOAL 2 IN 2017 

§ The proportion of undernourished people worldwide declined from 15 per cent in 
2000-2002 to 11 per cent in 2014-2016. About 793 million people are 
undernourished globally, down from 930 million people during the same period. 

§ In 2016, an estimated 52 million children under 5 years of age worldwide suffered 
from wasting (with a low weight for their height, usually the result of an acute 
and significant food shortage and/or disease). The global wasting rate in 2016 
was 7.7 per cent, with the highest rate (15.4 per cent) in Southern Asia. At the 
other end of the spectrum, overweight and obesity affected 41 million children 
under 5 years of age worldwide (6 per cent) in 2016. 

§ The share of sector-allocable aid allocated to agriculture from member countries 
of the Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) fell from nearly 20 per cent in the mid-
1980s to 7 per cent in the late 1990s, where it remained through 2015. The 
decline reflects a shift away from aid for financing infrastructure and production 
towards a greater focus on social sectors. 

§ Some progress has been made in preventing distortions in world agricultural 
markets. The global agricultural export subsidies were reduced by 94 percent 
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from 2000 to 2014. In December 2015, members of the World Trade Organization 
adopted a ministerial decision on eliminating export subsidies for agricultural 
products and restraining export measures that have a similar effect. 

  
  

- PROGRESS OF GOAL 2 IN 2016 
§ The fight against hunger has progressed over the past 15 years. Globally, the 

prevalence of hunger has declined, from 15 per cent according to figures for 2000 
to 2002, to 11 per cent according to figures for 2014 to 2016. However, more 
than 790 million people worldwide still lack regular access to adequate amounts 
of dietary energy. If current trends continue, the zero hunger target will be 
largely missed by 2030. Many countries that failed to reach the target set as part 
of the Millennium Development Goals, of halving the proportion of people who 
suffer from hunger, have faced natural and human-induced disasters or political 
instability, resulting in protracted crises, with increased vulnerability and food 
insecurity affecting large parts of the population. The persistence of hunger is no 
longer simply a matter of food availability. More and better data on access to 
food can enable the tracking of progress and guide interventions to fight food 
insecurity and malnutrition. 

§ Globally, in 2014, nearly 1 in 4 children under the age of 5, an estimated total of 
159 million children, had stunted growth. Stunting is defined as inadequate 
height for age, an indicator of the cumulative effects of undernutrition and 
infection. Southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa accounted for three quarters of 
the children under 5 with stunted growth in 2014. Another aspect of child 
malnutrition is the growing share of children who are overweight, a problem 
affecting nearly every region.  

§ One of the targets for Goal 2 calls for correcting and preventing distortions in 
world agricultural markets, including the elimination of all forms of agricultural 
export subsidies. Those subsidies mask market signals, reduce competitiveness 
and can lead to environmental damage and the inequitable distribution of 
benefits.   
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VI. Country policies and how they have 
implemented the goals: 
• U.S.A. 
§ The United States is working to implement the Sustainable Development Goals 

both domestically and abroad. The U.S. government helped shape the Sustainable 
Development Goals as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

§ To help achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, the United States will 
continue to partner with countries and communities around the world to tackle 
some of the most intractable problems such as child and maternal death, hunger, 
gender inequality and climate change. 

§ The United States of America help finance the implementation of the sustainable 
development goals, and enable individuals to aid those in need. 

§ Bread for the World Institute provides policy analysis on hunger and strategies to 
end it. The Institute educates opinion leaders, policy makers and the public about 
hunger in the United States and abroad. 

§ The United States Department of Agriculture promotes sustainable development 
related to agriculture, forestry, and communities by working with farmers and 
forest managers of all sizes, organizations, individuals, and state, local and tribal 
governments to reduce hunger; improve nutrition and food quality; and build 
community food systems, linking local farmers and markets. 

§ Partnerships with poor countries. Millennium Challenge Corporation forms 
partnerships with some of the world’s poorest countries that are committed to 
good governance; economic freedom; and investments in their citizens. MCC 
provides these well-performing countries with large-scale grants to fund country 
led solutions for reducing poverty through sustainable economic growth. Some of 
the areas assisted by MCC grants include agriculture and irrigation; transportation 
(roads, bridges, ports); and water supply and sanitation. 

 
• India  
India is implementing a comprehensive development strategy to end poverty in all its 
forms. The strategy encompasses focussing on economic growth, supporting poverty 
alleviation programmes, providing gainful employment, strengthening livelihood 
opportunities and improving access to basic services, particularly for the socio-
economically disadvantaged and vulnerable sections of the population. This is 
supported by providing institutional platforms, technology support and access to 
financial services. Over the last two decades there have been large advancements in 
economic growth and poverty reduction. According to the Tendulkar Committee 
estimates, poverty rate in India declined by 18 percent between 1993-94 and 2004-05, 
and further declined by 41 percent between 2004-05 and 2011-12; in 2011-12, 21.9 
percent of India’s population was below the poverty line. 
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§ 21.92% LIVE BELOW POVERTY LINE 
§ 28.7% of households in India have at least one member covered under a health 

insurance or health scheme 
§ 84.75% of people who demanded employment under MGNREGA (THE MAHATMA 

GANDHI NATIONAL RURAL EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE ACT) were provided the 
employment in rural India 

§ The MGNREG Act, 2005 – The MGNREG Act, 2005 aims to provide hundred days 
of guaranteed wage employment in every financial year to every rural household 
whose adult member volunteers’ to do unskilled manual work. 84.75 percent of 
people who demanded employment under this Act were provided the same, in 
the year 2017-18. 

§ India’s Goal for 2030 is to end hunger and malnutrition by ensuring that quality 
food is accessible to all, to meet their nutritional needs for a healthy life. Ending 
hunger and malnutrition demands resilient food production systems and 
sustainable agricultural practices. Additionally, it requires ensuring equitable 
access to nutritious food by all, improving sanitation and hygiene, and reducing 
vulnerability to shocks and disasters. 

§ Despite the gains in reducing poverty rate, India is saddled with high levels of 
malnutrition, anaemia, stunting and wasting. According to the National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS-4), almost half of pregnant Indian women aged between 15 
and 49 years are anaemic, and more than one-thirds of women have a low body 
mass index. Among children younger than age five, 38.4 percent have low height-
for-age, and 21 percent have low weight-for-age. Food security and nutrition 
pose a challenge in India because of a number of factors such as inadequate 
access to food, structural inequalities (gender, caste, social groups), lack of water 
and sanitation, micronutrient deficiencies and illiteracy. 

§ India has targeted initiatives, both at the national as well as State level, aiming to 
achieve this Goal. The National Food Security Act, 2013, which mandates 
provision of food grains to nearly 75 percent of the population in rural areas and 
50 percent of the population in urban areas at affordable prices under the 
Targeted Public Distribution System. 

§ Under the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS), supplementary nutrition 
is provided to pregnant women, lactating mothers and children below 6 years of 
age. 

§ The recently launched Poshan Abhiyaan or the National Nutrition Mission has 
brought in renewed focus and synergised efforts to battle stunting, wasting, 
anaemia and malnutrition among children. 
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• Russia 
§ The key national criterion of poverty in Russia is the share of the population with 

incomes below the subsistence level. Since 2001 there has been a steady 
downward trend in the share of poor people, specifically due to the effects of 
economic development. Between 2000 and 2007 this share reduced by half, and 
the income deficit fell to 1.2% of the total income of the population. 

§ The global financial and economic crisis affecting Russia in mid-2008 interrupted 
the process of growth of per capita income, and in December 2008 it decreased 
to 88.4% year on year. In 2009, the economic environment and the anti-crisis 
measures of the RF Government allowed to contain the fall of incomes, despite 
the significant decline in industrial production and reduction of GDP. In December 
2009, real per capita income of the population totalled 101.9% year-on-year. 
Economic growth and new measures of social support for the senior citizens and 
families with children contributed to a significant reduction in the number of the 
poorest. 

 
• Germany 
§ German development policy is geared as a cornerstone of a global structural and 

peace policy to helping improve living conditions in partner countries. It aims to 
overcome hunger and poverty worldwide and strengthen democracy and the rule 
of law. The Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development draws up 
the guidelines and concepts. As part of government development cooperation, 
Germany works with 85 partner countries in jointly agreed country programmes 
that can involve all the various government tools for development cooperation. 
Africa is a key region, but Germany also works extremely closely with countries in 
Asia, southeast Europe, and Latin America. 

§ The priorities of the Federal Government’s bilateral cooperation – especially but 
not exclusively in the field of development policy – reflect the five key messages 
that preface the 17 SDGs as guiding principles: People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace 
and Partnership – the 5 Ps. 

§ Priorities of bilateral cooperation 
§ People: A world without hunger and poverty is possible. With its special initiative 

One World, No Hunger, Germany is joining the fight against hunger and 
malnutrition and for the protection of natural resources for life and production. 
The InsuResilience Global Partnership protects poor and vulnerable people in 
developing countries against climate risks. 

§ Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (BMAS) 
§ The national implementation of SDG 1 is one of the top priorities for the BMAS. 
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• European Union 
The EU's assistance focuses on Least Developed Countries and Lower Income 
Countries, where extreme poverty is mostly concentrated. 
EU funding instruments such as the Development Cooperation Instrument and the 
European Development Fund's primary objective is the reduction and, in the long 
term, the eradication of poverty. 
 
The EU approach focuses on four strategic priorities: 
§ Supporting agricultural growth in developing countries, with a focus on small-

scale farmers. 
§ Promoting sustainable agricultural practices. 
§ Fighting undernutrition/stunting. 
§ Strengthening resilience to climatic, economic and political crisis of the most 

vulnerable populations. 
 
On 13/03/2019, the European Commission’s Director-General for International 
Cooperation and Development, Stefano Manservisi, announced a €9.5 million budget 
support payment to H.E., Dr. Lotay Tshering, Prime Minister of Bhutan.   
 
On 15/02/2019, Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development 
Neven Mimica is in Rome today for the launch of the new Agri-Business Capital (ABC) 
Fund, which will help deliver on the Africa-Europe Alliance for Sustainable 
Investments and Jobs. 
  
• Africa 
§ Imihigo are a new form of performance contracts, originally introduced in 2006 as 

a way to ensure accountability in the implementation of development programs 
at the local government level. Imihigo have become effective tools for both 
driving results and merging sustainable development priorities from the 
international to the local level. 

§ This homegrown solution has changed the way Rwanda implements national 
plans, as performance contracts are results-driven. Targets and indicators are 
derived from various national plans, including the Economic Development and 
Poverty Reduction Strategy (EDPRS), sector and district specific priorities, and 
Vision 2020, which are themselves aligned with the SDGs. 

§ Annually, Africa produces reports to record and analyse the implementation of 
the SDGs. The report also ranks all the entities present in Africa from their 
development as compared to the previous years. This helps identification of 
where there is a lack of initiative shown. 

§ Additionally, Africa places realistic goals every year that are meant to be 
achieved. This helps in setting goals and aims for the entities present in Africa. 
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VII. Partnerships and accords 
• Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate is an innovative new 
effort to accelerate the development and deployment of clean energy technologies. 
APP partners Australia, Canada, China, India, Japan, Republic of Korea, and the 
United States have agreed to work together and with private sector partners to meet 
goals for energy security, national air pollution reduction, and climate change in 
ways that promote sustainable economic growth and poverty reduction.  
 
• Uganda, US Sign Partnership To Reduce Poverty And Hunger: The partnership will 
be implemented through the US Feed the Future initiative programme which is 
funded by USAID. Feed the Future is working to solve it through partnerships and 
innovation. The model was born from an understanding that business as usual was 
not going to create the sustainable, long-term change needed to end chronic hunger 
and poverty. Our target countries: 
Bangladesh 
Ethiopia 
Ghana 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Kenya 
Mali 
Nepal 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Senegal 
Uganda 
  
The U.S. Government also coordinates activities and support across a set of aligned 
countries and at the regional level in Asia, Central America, and East, Southern and 
West Africa to improve food security and nutrition through Feed the Future. 
  
The 10YFP Sustainable Food Systems Programme (SFS Programme): It is a global 
multi-stakeholder initiative to accelerate the shift towards more sustainable food 
systems, all along the food value chain, from farm to fork. Among its focus themes 
are the promotion of sustainable diets; the reduction of food losses and waste; and 
strengthening resilient and diverse food production systems. The SFS Programme 
promotes activities that fall under these topics, in the areas of awareness raising, 
capacity development as well as facilitating access to knowledge, information and 
tools. The SFS Programme is one of six initiatives of the 10YFP. Co-Lead 
organizations: Switzerland, South Africa, WWF, Hivos Members of the Multi-
stakeholder Advisory Committee: Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, France, Honduras, 
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Netherlands, United States, Biovision Foundation, IISD, IFOAM - Organics 
International, Global Nature Fund, German Development Institute, Hebrew 
University, Universität Oberta de Catalunya, ENEA, CIHEAM, FAO, UNEP, UNSCN, 
Barilla, FoodDrinkEurope, Nestlé, Smaackmakers Programme Partners: 72 from all 
UN regions.     
      

VIII. Questions a Resolution Must Answer 
1. How can we manage the creation of sustainable food systems in the face of 

depleting resources? 
2. What link can be established between international organisations, government, 

the private sector and public for achieving these goals? 
3. How can we measure and what indicators could be used to measure the progress 

of the Goals? 
 

IX. Additional Resources  
     
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/memberstates 
   
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-
development.html  
 
 https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/ 
 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/povertyeradication 
   
https://www.bread.org/sites/default/files/downloads/paper_30_-_sdgs_in_the_us.pdf 
  
https://sdg.data.gov/no-poverty/ 
 
https://qz.com/1328895/un-sustainable-development-goals-the-us-and-russia-are-
doing-the-least-among-g20-nations/ 
  
  
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/unct/dprk/docs/DPRK%20UN%20Strategic%20Fr
amework%202017-2021%20-%20FINAL.pdf 
  
 https://sdgcafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/AFRICA-SDG-INDEX-AND-
DASHBOARDS-REPORT-2018-Complete-WEB-1.pdf 


