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Letter from the Chair 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
I welcome you to the Group of 14 at the International Youth Conference 2019. 
This year the Group of 14 seeks to build lasting peace to the Israeli Palestinian 
conflict. An agenda which goes back almost 100 years has been full of unfortunate 
and unanticipated turns and the future seems full of atrocity and violence if the 
conflict isn’t put to an end now. With the constant threat of crises delegates will 
have to be both spontaneous and innovative in their decision making and maintain 
their foreign policies in order to succeed at the Group of 14. 
 
We urge you to think outside the constraints of what has happened in the past and 
work towards debate that brings you closer to peace. Delegates must thoroughly 
read the study guide however not limit their research to it to effectively engage in 
the debate and resolution making. To succeed delegates must show passion, 
determination and most essentially be fearless. Lastly we urge first timers to be 
well versed with the agenda and the procedure and most importantly get rid of all 
your inhibitions.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you all, good luck! 
 
Suit Up. 
 
Aryaman Raheja - Chair, 
Ansh Parikh - Vice Chair, 
Nankee Arora - R&D, 
Diya Nath - Moderator, 
Daiv Dalal - Rapporteur 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Agenda 
 

Bringing lasting peace to the Israeli 
Palestinian Conflict 
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I. Introduction 
 
Israel is the world’s only Jewish state, located just east of the Mediterranean Sea. 
Palestinians, the Arab population that hails from the land Israel now controls, refer to the 
territory as Palestine, and want to establish a state by that name on all or part of the same 
land. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is over who gets what land and how it’s controlled. 
  
Though both Jews and Arab Muslims date their claims to the land back a couple thousand 
years, the current political conflict began in the early 20th century. Jews fleeing 
persecution in Europe wanted to establish a national homeland in what was then an Arab- 
and Muslim-majority territory in the Ottoman and later British Empire.  
 
The Arabs resisted, seeing the land as rightfully theirs. An early United Nations plan to 
give each group part of the land failed, and Israel and the surrounding Arab nations 
fought several wars over the territory. Today’s lines largely reflect the outcomes of two 
of these wars, one waged in 1948 and another in 1967.  
  
The first official Arab-Israeli war which marks the beginning of the modern era of the 
conflict began immediately after Israel's declaration of independence in 1948. Israel calls 
it a “war of independence”, whereas Palestine calls it a disaster. Its most important 
consequence was that the borders of the UN plan dividing the territory were not created, 
while the territory on which Palestine should be established has been occupied by Jordan 
(West Bank) and Egypt (Gaza Strip). 
 
The 1967 war is particularly important for today’s conflict, as it is left Israel in control of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, two territories home to large Palestinian populations. 
 
Note that since 1967, Israel has returned Sinai to Egypt.  
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Today, the West Bank is nominally controlled by the Palestinian Authority and is under 
Israeli occupation. This comes in the form of Israeli troops, who enforce Israeli security 
restrictions on Palestinian movement and activities, and Israeli “settlers,” Jews who build 
ever-expanding communities in the West Bank that effectively deny the land to 
Palestinians. Gaza is controlled by Hamas, an Islamist fundamentalist party, and is under 
Israeli blockade but  

II. Timeline 
1910: Movement of European Jews to Palestine as a result of Zionism. 
 
1914-1918: Collapse of the Ottoman Empire post World War 1. Britain and France took 
over the Middle East, with Palestine becoming a part of the British mandate. 
 
1930s: Britain was compelled to limit Jewish immigration in Palestine due to violent 
hostility between Jews and Arabs. In response, Jewish militias formed to fight both the 
local Arabs and resist British rule. 
 
1941-1945: Holocaust of Jews in Europe by the Nazis. Consequently, the need for a 
Jewish state seemed important to both Jewish and European governments. 
 
1947: The United Nations formulated a proposal to divide British Palestine into two 
separate states - Israel for Jews and Palestine for Arabs. 
 
1948-1949: Israel proclaimed its independence and governed as an independent 
democracy in 1948. In the same year, Jordan claimed land intended for Palestinians and 
Israel claimed more land than authorized. This marked the beginning of the First Arab-
Israeli War. 
 
1956: Occurrence of the Suez Crisis or the Second Arab-Israeli War. Israel, along with 
Britain and France invaded Egypt to regain rights to the Suez shipping canal, hence 
compelling the United Nations to intervene in the conflict.  
 
June 5th-June 10th, 1967: The Six Day War or the Third Arab-Israeli War occurred 
when Israel launched airstrikes into Egypt and a ground incursion into the Gaza Strip. 
Syria and Jordan joined Egypt in the fight, which ended with a ceasefire, and 
significantly higher Arab losses. 
 
1978: Signing of the Camp David Accords by Israel and Egypt in the United States of 
America as a result of many years of war between the nations, in order to establish a 
framework for peace in the Middle East.  
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1982: Israel invades Lebanon in an attack on the Palestinian Liberation Organization or 
PLO in retaliation for the murder of an Israeli ambassador. Israel maintained a force in 
Lebanon until 1985. 
 
1987: The Muslim Brotherhood in Gaza forms the Hamas movement which soon 
becomes violent. 
 
1993: Establishment of Oslo Accords. Israeli and Palestinian leadership work together to 
agree on a plan for Palestinian self-government.  
 
2005: Israel began to withdraw Israeli settlers from Gaza and continued to maintain its 
control of borders, coastlines, and airspace. 
 
2008: Invasion of Gaza. A month-long invasion of the Gaza Strip was launched to 
prevent potential rocket strikes from Hamas. 
 
2014: Following months of minor skirmishes and killings, Israel invaded Palestine again 
by air and land.  
 
2016: Israel suspends working ties with 12 countries that voted for a Security Council 
resolution condemning settlement building, after the US for the first time abstained from 
the vote rather than using its veto. 
 
2017: Parliament passes a law which retroactively legalizes dozens of Jewish settlements 
built on private Palestinian land in the West Bank. US President Donald Trump 
recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, upsetting the Arab world and some Western 
allies. 
 
2018: UN and Egypt attempt to broker a long-term ceasefire between Israel and Hamas 
amid an upsurge in violence on the Gaza border from March. 
2019: Parliamentary elections pit Mr. Netanyahu against a centrist alliance emboldened 
by corruption allegations against the Prime Minister. 
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III. Country specific perspectives  
 

Israel 
Prime Minister Netanyahu believes a Palestinian state as an unacceptable danger to 
Israel’s security and territorial integrity. However in 2009 Netanyahu was receptive to the 
idea of a two state solution under certain conditions, which were, guaranteed 
demilitarization and the Palestinians recognize Israel as a Jewish state. However the 
negotiations in 2010 and 2014 were futile. This was followed with 3 Israeli teens being 
kidnapped and murdered, which are suspected to be done by Hamas, and the 2014 Gaza 
War. Since then Netanyahu has gone back to being against giving the Palestinians an 
independent state. Netanyahu does not believe in the Palestinians to have an independent 
state however he does want them to have autonomy. 
 
Palestine Liberation Organisation  
The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) control the West Bank but do not run Gaza. 
The PLO initially had a violent approach towards the conflict and wanted to destroy 
Israel with the help of Fatah. However, they have both adopted more peaceful methods to 
solve the conflict post 1993 and Mahmoud Abbas. 
PLO’s chair played a very pivotal role in subsiding the second intifada. Abbas is also 
actively seeking international recognition for the state of Palestine resulting in Palestine 
becoming a non-member state at the UN and also joined the International Criminal Court.  
The increasing recognition of Palestine would put pressure on them to give them their 
independent state and has been strongly opposed by the United States of America 
alongside countries like Switzerland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand etc. 
 
United States of America  
The United States of America is a strong ally of Israel and claim Jerusalem to be the 
capital of Israel and have also established the American embassy of Israel in Jerusalem. 
The United States has also recently removed the Palestine Liberation Organisation from 
its NGO list further displaying the strong ties between Israel and the US. The United 
States has given Israel $118 billion in aid over the years and also vetoes resolutions 
against them in the UN Security Council. The reasons behind the strong relationship 
between the US and Israel are the mutual interest to fight extremist organisations and 
American leaders’ ideological attachment and sympathy towards Israel and their 
situation. Another reason being Israel’s advanced cybersecurity and intelligence from 
which USA can benefit. 
 
The Arab League  
Founded by Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Syria, Saudi Arabia, and Lebanon, in November 1945, 
the Arab League established the Arab Higher Committee and took over the supreme 
executive body of the Palestinians after their leader was exiled. The Arab League council 
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officially declared a boycott on December 2 1945 against any Jewish products. After the 
UN Partition plan for Palestine was adopted, the Arab League unanimously rejected the 
resolution. After the British Mandate on Palestine ended, the Arab League marched their 
forces into the previously mandated land and thus started the Arab-Israeli Conflict. 
Before the Six-Day War, the Arab League issued a resolution - paragraph 3 was known 
as the 3 No’s: No Peace with Israel, No negotiation with Israel, and no recognition of 
Israel. The stance of the Arab League currently is to push Israel back into its borders 
before 1967; the Arab League is antagonistic towards Israel, always trying to punish any 
mistake Israel makes. 

Saudi Arabia  
The kingdom is a huge benefactor for Palestine and has provided them with aid over $6 
billion since 2000. Saudi Arabia is also a major driving force behind the Arab League 
Peace Plan which negotiated peace between Israel and Palestine. There has been a recent 
shift in the ideology of Saudi Arabia as Prince Mohammed Ben Salman stated Israel has 
the “right” to its own land alongside the Palestinians. Saudi Arabia also has several 
mutual interests with Israel such as Iran, which is a mutual enemy for both the nations. 
 
Iran 
Iran and Israel have had bitter relations since several decades causing Iran to give 
military training, weapons, and financial support to Hamas, Hezbollah and Syria who 
have hostile relations with Israel.  
 
Lebanon 
Lebanon is home to Hezbollah, an anti-Israel Shia Islamist group which has major 
influence on Lebanese politics and is funded by Iran. In 2006 Israel and Lebanon went on 
war, in which the Hezbollah paramilitary forces played a primary role against the Israeli 
defense and relations between the two parties hasn’t cooled down ever since.  
 
Syria 
Syria is aligned with Iran, Israel’s greatest adversary in the region today. Syria also wants 
the Golan Heights, militarily useful land Israel seized during their 1967 war, back. 

 
Hamas 
Hamas is a Palestinian political militant group funded by Iran and have control over the 
Gaza Strip since 2006 and has constantly been at war with Israel since 1987. Hamas 
unlike the PLO is more violent in nature and constantly attacks Israel via missiles and 
suicide bombings. It was revised in 2017 to allow for acceptance of a Palestinian state in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip rather than the entire territory. In 2006 when Hamas 
gained majority seats in Gaza, they refused to recognize all previous deals with Israel 
leading to a conflict between the PLO and Hamas, which means that till date there is no 
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unified Palestinian authority, making peace talks complicated. In 2017 both the PLO and 
Hamas reached upon a preliminary unity agreement; however, it is still uncertain whether 
there will be a unified Palestinian authority. 

IV. Past Actions 

Camp David Accords 
The Camp David Accords established the so-called “Framework for Peace in the Middle 
East” and brought about the end of simmering conflict between Egypt and Israel. 
They also called for the creation of a Palestinian State in the area known as Gaza and on 
the West Bank of the River Jordan. However, because the Palestinians were not 
represented at the talks, which were held at the country retreat of U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, the resulting agreement was not formally recognized by the United Nations. 
Initially, as a sign of this commitment, Carter came out publicly in favor of a “homeland” 
for Palestinian refugees as a “prerequisite” to any Arab-Israeli peace settlement, 
something no previous president had ever done. During his first meeting with Begin he 
made it clear that no comprehensive settlement could be accomplished that did not 
provide self-determination for the Palestinian people. 
But after a year of negotiations and a serious domestic political hit for calling for a 
Palestinian “homeland,” Carter withdrew his support for Palestinian self-determination. 
Instead, he grudgingly endorsed Begin’s “self-rule” plan for the West Bank and Gaza. 
The plan called for Arab residents of these territories to elect an administrative council 
that would govern the daily affairs of Palestinians, while leaving Israel in charge of 
security in these areas.  

Begin’s plan was a clever way to ensure Israel would retrain sovereignty over these areas 
in perpetuity, offering the Palestinians some autonomy over their daily lives but not full 
control over their borders. By the time he arrived at Camp David in September 1978, 
Carter had fully abandoned any pretense of support for Palestinian statehood. In his 
personal notes written before his first meetings with Sadat and Begin, the president 
admitted his plan was to get the parties to accept a 
“common definition of peace” that would ensure “no 
independent Palestinian State” and provide the 
participation of only “West Bank Arabs” in a future 
Palestinian government. This formulation was a clear 
indication that officials from the PLO, who resided 
outside of the West Bank, would be excluded from any 
involvement. Throughout the summit, the Egyptians 
repeatedly pressed U.S. and Israeli officials to modify 
their positions and agree to language that would allow 
the Palestinian people to “exercise their fundamental 
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right to self-determination.” But Carter could not convince the Israelis to budge, and 
eventually the parties agreed to accords falling short of this commitment. 

Oslo Accords 

The Oslo accords divided the West Bank into 3 areas (A, B, and C). The largest part, 
Area C is lightly populated and under full Israeli military control. Israeli settlers are now 
moving in, expelling the Palestinian peasants who live there, forcing them into areas A 
and B.  
This approach, which also opposes the establishment of a Palestinian state, supports the 
annexation of Area C—some 60% of the territory of the West Bank—as well as all areas 
with already established Israeli settlements. That way, Palestinians living in Areas A and 
B would enjoy civil autonomy, while Israel would maintain full military control of all 
areas between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea. The problem is Area B 
comprises 169 enclaves all surrounded by Area C, and every time a Palestinian were to 
cross between them they would enter sovereign Israeli territory.  
Israel must withdraw to the separation barrier along the Green Line in the West Bank, 
while retaining control of the Jordan Valley—where practically no Palestinians live—
thus transferring the political burden to the Palestinian Authority.  
The Oslo Accords were a landmark moment in the pursuit of peace in the Middle East. 
Actually a set of two separate agreements signed by the government of Israel and the 
leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)—the militant organization 
established in 1964 to create a Palestinian state in the region—the Oslo Accords were 
ratified in Washington, D.C., in 1993 (Oslo I) and in Taba, Egypt, in 1995 (Oslo II). 
While provisions drafted during the talks remain in effect today, the relationship between 
the two sides continues to be marred by conflict. 
Although the Oslo Accords were noteworthy in that the PLO agreed to formally 
recognize the state of Israel and that Israel, in turn, allowed the Palestinians some form of 
limited self-governance in Gaza and the West Bank, they were originally seen only as a 
stepping-stone toward the ratification of a formal peace treaty between the two sides that 
would end decades of conflict.  
However, the Oslo Accords have yet to result in any lasting peace—and their overall 
impact remains up for debate. 

Israel and the PLO 
However, before both sides could begin talks, there was the not-so-small matter of each 
recognizing the legitimacy of the other. 
Indeed, just days prior to the formal signing of Oslo I, both sides signed a “Letter of 
Mutual Recognition” in which the PLO agreed to recognize the state of Israel (prior to 
this agreement, they had viewed the country as existing in violation of international law 
since its formation in 1948) and the Israelis acknowledged the PLO’s role as a 
“representative of the Palestinian people.” 
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In addition to the “Letter of Mutual Recognition,” Oslo I established the “Declaration of 
Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements,” which established the Palestinian 
Legislative Council (essentially, a freely elected parliament) and set the parameters for 
the gradual withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza over a five-year period. 
 
Oslo I and II 
Oslo I also set the agenda for the follow-up agreement that became known as Oslo II, 
which would include discussion of the future governance of the city of Jerusalem (both 
sides claim it as their respective capital) as well as issues concerning borders, security 
and the rights, if any, of Israeli settlers in the West Bank. 
A protocol for free elections for Palestinian Authority leadership was also established. 
Oslo II, which was signed two years later, gave the Palestinian Authority, which oversees 
Gaza and the West Bank, limited control over part of the region, while allowing Israel to 
annex much of the West Bank, and established parameters for economic and political 
cooperation between the two sides. As part of the treaty, for example, both sides were 
prohibited from inciting violence or conflict against the other. 
Israel also collects taxes from Palestinians who work in Israel but live in the Occupied 
Territories, distributing the revenue to the Palestinian Authority. Israel also oversees the 
trade of goods and services into and out of Gaza and the West Bank. 
 
Aftermath of the Oslo Accords 
In 1998, Palestinian officials accused Israel of not following through on the troop 
withdrawals from Gaza and Hebron called for in the Oslo Accords. And, after initially 
slowing down settlement construction in the West Bank, at the request of the United 
States, the building of new Israeli housing in the region began in earnest again in the 
early 2000s. 
Conversely, critics of the Accords said that Palestinian violence against Israeli citizens 
increased in their aftermath, coinciding with the increasing power of the Palestinian 
Authority. These critics felt that the Palestinian Authority was failing to adequately 
police Gaza and the West Bank, and identify and prosecute suspected criminals. 
With these disagreements providing the backdrop, negotiators from both sides 
reconvened, once again at Camp David, with the hope of following up on the Oslo 
Accords with a comprehensive peace treaty. 
Post the second intifada, the period of violence on both sides that ensued dashed any 
hopes of lasting peace, and the Israelis and Palestinians have not held substantive 
negotiations since 
Although some provisions of the Oslo Accords remain in effect—namely, the role of the 
Palestinian Authority in governance in Gaza and the West Bank—many of the provisions 
have long been abandoned. 
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The Arab Peace Initiative  
The Saudi brokered initiative was drafted to end the Israeli Palestinian conflict and 
offered Israel recognition of its right to exist and a normalization of diplomatic ties in 
exchange for its complete withdrawal from Arab lands captured since 1967, this included 
the Syrian Golan Heights and Israeli-occupied territory in southern Lebanon. The plan 
was proposed in 2002 however it did not receive enough diplomatic backing. Until the 
plan resurfaced in 2007 and received backing from not only the Arab League but also the 
European Union, the US and the UN. The Israelis were also open to the idea but did not 
accept certain aspects of the plan and they have been negotiating ever since. The Israelis 
also believed that withdrawal from certain areas would not ensure peace and rather 
establish bases for extremist groups and militant organizations just like those in Gaza. 
  
Although different plans have been tried and failed, negotiations are restarting on both 
sides. Now is an important time for the international community to identify why did they 
fail, overcome those issues and help both sides negotiate and come to an agreement that 
will lead to lasting peace between Israel and Palestine. 

V. Possible Solutions 
 
“Two-state solution” that would establish Palestine as an independent state in Gaza and 
most of the West Bank, leaving the rest of the land to Israel. This does seem as a 
favourable settlement for both countries however this would mean withdrawal of Israel 
armed forces from territories occupied in the recent conflict as this solution it is also 
consistent with resolution 242 article 1 of the UNSC which demanded the withdrawal. 
However, this idea has been criticised (mostly by Israelis) since they don’t consider this a 
“just” negotiation. Inability of Israelis and Palestinians to come to two-state terms has led 
to a recent surge in interest in a one-state solution especially since Paliestine does not 
have a unified authority.  
 
The alternative to a two-state solution is a “one-state solution,” which implies that Israel 
must annex the West Bank in its entirety and put an end to Palestinian ambitions to 
establish an independent state in the future. Those in favor of this option claim the 
demographic issue doesn’t pose a threat, because based on the current birth rate figures, 
the Jewish majority is guaranteed, provided the Gaza Strip isn’t taken into consideration. 
However if it is then the Arabs outnumber the Jews hence no longer maintaining Israel as 
a Jewish state. Those against this proposal claim that Israel would be wrongfully taking 
parts of Egypt and Syria (Siani and Golan) that initially caused the Yom Kippur war. 
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